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In large parts of the global South the state is either unable and / or unwilling to offer security against 

criminals to large parts of its population. One potential solution by affected citizens lacking state -

provided security is to privatise security, through the setting up of vigilante groups – a cure that is 

often regarded as worse than the disease, with negative implications for the rule of law and human 

rights. Faced with an escalating and increasingly violent narco-insurgency, rural communities in 

Mexico began to set up what we refer to as non-governmental police (NGPs as opposed to NGOs) to 

offer security in the far-reaching absence of state police forces. This panel seeks to highlight and 

celebrate collaborative research led by Beatriz Magaloni, awarded the 2023 Stockholm Prize in 

Criminology.Note: This panel session will be chaired by Dr. Ana Laura Magaloni, Mexico. 

Constitutional lawyer, professor and researcher. While at the Centro de Investigación y Docencia 

Económicas, heading the Legal Studies Division she founded, she designed and collected with 

Marcelo Bergman the first survey on prison population in Mexico, which led to the publication of the 

article "Torture as a Method of Criminal Investigation" (Magaloni, Magaloni and Razu, 2018). Dr. 

Magaloni has written extensively on legal reform, legal education and due process. She was 

nominated for a seat in the Supreme Court of Mexico in 2019. An editorialist in Reforma newspaper, 

the most important daily in the country, she is now spearheading, through her recently founded 

public interest law firm, strategic litigation on environmental issues in Mexico.  
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