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1. What is sex offender
registration and notification

Sex Offender Registration & Notification
System in Korea
• Sex offender Information Registration (based on the Act on
Special Cases concerning the Punishment of Sexual Crimes,
by the Ministry of Justice)
• Registered Information Public Disclosure (based on the Act
on the Protection of Children & Youth against Sexual Abuse
and Court order, by the Ministry of Gender Equality)
• Registered Information Community Notification (based on
the Act on the Protection of Children & Youth against Sexual
Abuse and Court order, by the Ministry of Gender Equality)

2. Development of the relevant law &
policy in Korea

2.1. The purpose of the Act on the Protection of Juvenile
in 2000

• To impose punishment for committing sex offenses against
children or juveniles ;
• To prescribe the procedures therefor;
• To prepare procedures for relieving and assisting victimized
children and juveniles;
• To manage sex offenders against children or juveniles
systematically;
• To protect children against sexual abuse and assisting them
to become sound members of society

2.2. Act on the Protection of Juvenile and the term of
“buying sex from a child or juvenile”. §2

• National Youth Commission shall disclose personal
information of offenders buying sex from juveniles
through the Gazette not less than twice a year to
prevent such crimes.

• The disclosure may include the name, age, occupation
of the sex offender against juveniles and summary of
the offence (Act of 2000. §20)

2.3. Act on the Protection of Juvenile (Amended in
2005). §22

• Any person subject to registration upon the judgement
of his/her risk of re-offending, shall submit his/her
personal information to the National Youth Commission
to prevent sexual crimes against juveniles:

- Name;
- Birth date and year;
- Address and actual place of residence;
- Photograph.

2.4. Introduction and development of public Disclosure
system

• Since the introduction of Public Disclosure under the Act on
the Protection of Juvenile in 2000, the Registration and
Disclosure system has been critical preventive measures of
re-offending of sex offenders against children.

• Since then, through series of enactment and amendment of
laws(36 times by 2018), offences and offenders subject
registration, disclosure and notification, range of registered
and disclosed information, and enforcement of disclosure
and notification order have been changed.

2.5. Act on the Protection of Juvenile against Sexual
Abuse (amended in 2005). §24
• The National Youth Commission may disclose registered information
to person as follows:
1. Victim of the offender subject to registration, and legal
representatives or lawyers of the victim;
2. Heads of any schools and educational facilities for juveniles
• The person who read the registered information shall not copy or
taking out such information.

2.6.Child Rape and killing cases of Hyejin-Yaeseol
(2008)
• During the initial stage in developing Sex offender Registration,
Disclosure and Notification system in Korea, empirical studies on the
demands from society or any effectiveness of such system in crime
prevention have not much been provided.
• Rather, based on some comparative review of such system in other
countries, the system has been implemented by legislations.
• Two of elementary school girls were abducted by serial rapist on
Christmas day in 2007, and found dead in March, 2008. Raging public
opinion demanded special measures to protect children against sex
offenders.

2.7. Series of reforming the system in 2009-10
• Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile against Sexual
Abuse (fully amended in 2009).
- public disclosure of sex offender information through Internet
• Act on Special Cases concerning the Punishment of Sexual
Crimes (enacted in 2010).
- public disclosure of all sex offender information
• Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile against Sexual
Abuse (amended in 2009)
- community notification

2.8. Act on Special Cases concerning the Punishment of
Sexual Crimes (enacted in 2010) . §32
• Any person finally declared guilty of a sex crime (crime as

defined in the Criminal Act, Act on Special Cases concerning
the Punishment of Sexual Crimes, and Act on the Protection

of Children & Juvenile against Sexual Abuse ) shall be a
person subject to registration of personal information.

2.9.Act on Special Cases concerning the Punishment of
Sexual Crimes (enacted in 2010) . §33.
• Any person subject to registration shall submit his/her personal

information to the head of the competent police office within 30
days from the date of the judgement
- Name;
- Address and the actual place of residence;
- Occupation and the place of work;
- Information on physical build (height and weight);
- photograph
- Registration number of his/her vehicle.

2.10. Act on Special Cases concerning the Punishment of
Sexual Crimes (enacted in 2010) . §35.
• The Minister of Justice shall keep and manage any registered
information for 10 years from the date on which it is initially
registered.
• The Minister of Justice shall eliminate any registered information
immediately after the expiration of the period.

2.11.Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile against
Sexual Abuse (fully amended in 2009). §33

• Any person finally declared guilty of a sexual crime
against a child or a juvenile shall be a person subject
to registration of personal information.

2.12.Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile against
Sexual Abuse (fully amended in 2009). §34
• Registration information provided for public disclosure shall be as
follows:
- Name;
- Resident Registration Number;
- Address and actual place of residence ;
- Address of place of work;
- Body size (height and weight);
- Photograph;
- Vehicle registration number.

2.13. Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile
against Sexual Abuse (fully amended in 2009). §38.
• The court shall pronounce an order to disclose information through an
information and communications network during the registration period,
with a judgment on a sex offense case against a child or juvenile
- A person who commits sexual assault against a child under 13
- A person who was ordered of public disclosure and then reoffends a sex
crime against a child or juvenile;
- A person who has committed a sex offense against a child or juvenile and
is deemed likely to recommit a sex offense against a child or juvenile;
- A person who has committed a sex offense against a child under 13 and
is deemed likely to recommit a sex offense against a child under 13;

2.14. Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile
against Sexual Abuse (fully amended in 2009). §38.
• Registration information provided for public disclosure shall be as follows:
- Name;
- Age;
- Address and actual place of residence (up to the name of town);

- Body size (height and weight);
- Photograph;
- Summary of a sex offense subject to registration.

2.15. Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile
against Sexual Abuse (fully amended in 2009). §43.
• Information for disclosure shall be used only to identify persons who
are likely to commit sex offenses in order to protect children and
juveniles against sexual abuse.
• No one who ascertains information for disclosure shall do any of the
following acts by using such information for disclosure:
- Releasing information for disclosure through a newspaper,
magazine, or other publication, broadcasting or information and
communications networks;
- Correcting or deleting information for disclosure.

2.16. Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile
against Sexual Abuse (fully amended in 2009). §43.
• No one who has ascertained the information for disclosure shall
discriminate against persons subject to disclosure of information by
using such information for disclosure for any of the following
purposes, other than for the purposes of protection from sex offenses
subject to registration:
- Employment (excluding employment by child or juvenile-related
institutions);
- Use of houses or social welfare facilities;
- Education and vocational training at educational institutions

3. Registration system of sex offender
against children

3.1.Act on Special Cases concerning the Punishment of
Sexual Crimes (amended in 2016).
• Persons Subject to Registration of Personal Information (§42)
• Duty to Submit Personal Information (§43)
• Duty to Report When Travel Abroad (§43-2)
• Registration of Personal Information on Persons Subject to
Registration (§44)
• Management of Registered Information (§45)
• Exemption from Registered Information (§45-2)
• Elimination of Registered Information (§45-3)
• Utilization of Registered Information (§46)

3.2. Duty to Submit Personal Information (§43)
• Any person subject to registration shall submit his/her personal information to
the head of the competent police office within 30 days from the date of the
judgment .
- Name;
- Resident registration number;
- Address and the actual place of residence;
- Occupation and the place of work, etc.;
- Contact information (referring to a telephone number and an e-mail address)
- Information on physical build (height and weight);
- Registration number of his/her vehicle.

3.3. Duty to Submit Personal Information (§43)

• Any person subject to registration shall, every subsequent year after
the date of his/her initial registration, be present at the police office
that has jurisdiction over his/her place of domicile and allow the head
of the police office to take color bust photographs showing the front,
left and right sides of and a full-length color photograph of his/her
own body and to keep and preserve records thereof in electronic
form

3.4. Registration of Personal Information on Persons
Subject to Registration (§44)
• The Minister of Justice shall register the personal information and the
following information on persons subject to registration:
- Information on the personal history of sex crimes subject to
registration;
- Previous convictions for sex crimes (the names and frequency of
such crimes);
- Whether they are subject to electronic monitoring under the Act on
the Probation, Electronic Monitoring, etc. of Specific Criminal Offenders.

3.5. Management of Registered Information (§45)

• The Minister of Justice shall keep and manage any registered

information for from the date on which it is initially registered.
- for 30 years when sentenced to death, life or imprisonment of
more than 10 years;
- for 20 years when sentenced to imprisonment of 3 years to 10
years;
- for 15 years when sentenced to imprisonment of less than 3 years;
- for 10 years when sentenced to fine.

3.6. Utilization of Registered Information (§46)

• The Minister of Justice may distribute registered information to

public prosecutors and the heads of police offices to utilize it
in preventing and investigating crimes associated with the sex

crimes subject to registration.

4. Public Disclosure system of sex
offender against children

4.1. Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile against
Sexual Abuse (amended in 2016).

• Disclosure of Registered Information (§49)
• Execution of Orders to Disclose Information (§52)

• Prohibition of Abuse of Information for Disclosure (§55)

4.2. Disclosure of Registered Information (§49①)
• With respect to any of the following persons, the court shall pronounce an
order to disclose information through an information and communications
network during the registration period with a judgment on a sex offense
case against a child or juvenile:
- A person who commits sexual assault against a child or juvenile;
- A person who commits a crime under the Act on Special Cases
concerning the Punishment, etc. of Sexual Crimes;
- A person who has committed a sex offense against a child or juvenile
under the age of 13
- A person who is deemed likely to recommit a sex offense against a child
or juvenile under the age of 13;

4.3. Disclosure of Registered Information (§49③)
• Registration information provided for public disclosure shall be as follows:
- Name;
- Age;
- Address and actual place of residence (up to road name);
- Body size (height and weight);
- Photograph;
- Summary of a sex offense subject to registration (including date of judgment,
name of the offense and pronounced sentence);
- Previous criminal record of sexual assault (names of crimes and number of time
of crimes);
- Whether an electronic device is attached in accordance with the Act on the
Probation and Electronic Monitoring, etc. of Specific Criminal Offenders.

4.4.Execution of Orders to Disclose Information (§52)

• The Minister of Gender Equality and Family shall execute

orders to disclose information through an information and
communications network.

4.5. Prohibition of Abuse of Information for Disclosure
(§55)
• Information for disclosure shall be used only to identify persons who
are likely to commit sex offenses in order to protect children and
juveniles against sexual abuse.
• No one who ascertains information for disclosure shall do any of the
following acts by using such information for disclosure:
- Releasing information for disclosure through a newspaper,
magazine, or other publication, broadcasting or information and
communications networks;
- Correcting or deleting information for disclosure.

4.6. Prohibition of Abuse of Information for Disclosure
(§55)
• No one who has ascertained the information for disclosure shall
discriminate against persons subject to disclosure of information by
using such information for disclosure for any of the following
purposes, other than for the purposes of protection from sex offenses
subject to registration:
- Employment (excluding employment by child or juvenile-related
institutions);
- Use of houses or social welfare facilities;
- Education and vocational training at educational institutions.

5. Community notification system of
sex offender against children

5.1.Act on the Protection of Children & Juvenile against
Sexual Abuse (amended in 2016).

• Notification of Registered Information (§50)
• Execution of Orders to Notify Information (§51)

• Prohibition of Abuse of Information for Disclosure (§55)

5.2. Notification of Registered Information (§50①)
• With respect to any of the following persons, who are subject to
disclosure of information, the court shall issue an order to notify
during a period set to disclose information with a judgment on a sex
offense case subject to registration:

- A person who has committed sexual assault against a child or
juvenile;
- A person who commits a crime under the Act on Special Cases
concerning the Punishment of Sexual Crimes

5.3. Notification of Registered Information (§50④)
• Information to be notified shall be as follows:

- Where a person subject to notification of information is already domiciled
or has moved in, information for disclosure ;
- his/her address and actual place of domicile shall include his/her detailed
address;
- Where a person subject to notification of information relocates,
information notified and information concerning his/her relocation.

5.4. Notification of Registered Information (§50⑤)
• Information to be notified shall be notified to

- households of the persons with parental authority or legal representatives
of children and juveniles residing in an Eup/Myeon/Dong where a person
subject to notification of information is domiciled
- the heads of day care centers, kindergartens
- the heads of elementary and secondary schools
- the heads of Eup/Myeon offices and Dong community centers
- the heads of private teaching
- the heads of regional centers for children and youth training facilities

5.5.Execution of Orders to Notify Information (§51)

• The Minister of Gender Equality and Family shall

execute orders to notify information through postal
services.

6. Implementation of the system

6.1. e-Sex Offender Notification [www.sexoffender.go.kr]

6.2. Number of registered offenders at e-Sex Offender
Notification

6.3.Searching information at e-Sex Offender
Notification (1)

6.4.Searching information at e-Sex Offender
Notification (2)

6.5.Searching information at e-Sex Offender
Notification (3)

6.6.Searching information at e-Sex Offender
Notification (4)

6.7. Community Notification Form

7. Crime prevention effect of the
system

7.1. Protection of Community
[Kim, Jee Sun, Evaluation of Sex Offender Registration & Community Notification Regulations (2012), Korean
Institute of Criminology]

• People who have accessed any information of sex offenders disclosed
or notified tend to take more efforts to protect themselves and their
children from any risk of sex crimes.
• The disclosure and notification may increase the fear of crime in the
community,
• but the system also share information with people to protect
themselves from any risk of crime, and further to take actions to
prevent such crimes in their own community.

• This will be evaluated as the effect of the system for community
protection.

7.2. Rate of Sex crimes

[Official Criminal Statistics: 2007-2016]

7.3. Perscentage of sex crimes by types
[Official Criminal Statistics: 2007-2016]

7.4.General crime prevention
[Kim, Jee Sun, Evaluation of Sex Offender Registration & Community Notification Regulations (2012), Korean Institute of
Criminology]

• The trends of sex crimes shows that sex crime in general, sex
crimes have been gradually increasing. During the period,
the first offenders of sex crimes are also increasing.
• There found little effect of general crime prevention in the
implementation of the sex offender registration and
notification system.

7.5. Reduction of recidivism
[Kim, Jee Sun, Evaluation of Sex Offender Registration & Community Notification Regulations (2012), Korean Institute of Criminology]

• The rate of re-offending sex crimes by the offenders subject
of registration and notification had been increased from
12.6% in 2000 to 18.5% in 2010.

• There found little effect of reduction of recidivism in the
implementation of the system.

7.6. Limited effectiveness on high-risk offenders
[Youngjae Lee/ Byungbae Kim, An Evaluation of the Effectiveness of Sex Offender Notification on
Recidivism : using propensity score weighting method (2018)]

• A recent study using a sample of 23,490 sex offenders registered from
2006 to 2014
• The results of this study are largely consistent with prior studies,
reporting little effects of sex offender notification on offender
recidivism.
• However, this study founds that the impact of sex offender
notification is heterogenous with the effect significantly larger for the
high-risk offenders

7.7. Negative effects to be considered
• Re-integration of sex offender
• Vigilantism

• Victimization of family members of the offender subject to
the system

8. Policy issues on the system in Korea

8.1. Policy Issues in the US
• Evidence to support the effectiveness of public sex offender
registries is limited and mixed. Majority of research results do not
find statistically significant shift in sexual offense trends following the
implementation of sex offender registration and notification system.

• Sex offender registration and notification arguably have been
implemented in the absence of empirical evidence regarding their
effectiveness.
• Opponents of Megan's Law, like Women Against Registry and Human
Rights Watch, have called the law overbroad and an invitation
to vigilante violence.

8.2. Policy Issues in Korea for the reform of the system
• Categorizing the offenders subject to the disclosure and
notification to differentiate the implementation of the
system
• CRIMINAL ACT : Article 297, 297-2, 298, 299, 300, 301, 301-2, 302, 303, or 305 among the crimes concerning rape and
infamous conduct prescribed in Chapter XXXII of Part II of the Criminal Act; A crime falling under Article 339 (Robbery and
Rape)
• ACT ON SPECIAL CASES CONCERNING THE PUNISHMENT, ETC. OF SEXUAL CRIMES : Article 3 (Special Robbery, Rape,
etc.)Article 4 (Aggravated Rape, etc.)Article 5 (Rape, etc. through Abuse of Consanguineous or Marital Relationship)Article
6 (Rape of, or Commission of Indecent Acts by Compulsion on, Persons with Disabilities)Article 7 (Rape of, or Commission
of Indecent Acts by Compulsion on, Minors under Age of 13)Article 8 (Bodily Injury Associated with, or Resulting from,
Rape, etc.)Article 9 (Murder Associated with Rape, etc., or Rape, etc. Resulting in Death)Article 10 (Indecent Acts through
Abuse of Occupational Authority, etc.)Article 11 (Indecent Acts in Crowded Public Places)Article 12 (Intrusion upon Publicly
Used Places with Intent to Satisfy Sexual Urges)Article 13 (Obscene Acts by Using Means of Communication)Article 14
(Taking Photos by Using Cameras, etc.)

• ACT ON THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH AGAINST SEX OFFENSES : Article 7 (Rape, Indecent Act by Force, etc.
of Children or Youth)Article 8 (Illicit Sex, etc. with Disabled Children or Youth)Article 9 (Bodily Harm or Injuries Resulting
from Rape, etc.)Article 10 (Murder after Rape, etc. or Rape, etc. Resulting in Death)

8.3. Policy Issues in Korea for the reform of the system
• Providing measures to secure the duty of the offenders
subject to registration
• ACT ON SPECIAL CASES CONCERNING THE PUNISHMENT, ETC. OF SEXUAL CRIMES Article 50 (3)
Any person who falls under any of the following subparagraphs shall be punished by
imprisonment for not more than one year or by a fine not exceeding five million won.
• 1. A person who fails to submit basic personal information without a justifiable ground or submits
any false information, in violation of Article 43 (1), or a person who refuses to be photographed
by the head of the competent police office or the head of the relevant correctional facility
without a justifiable ground, in violation of paragraph (2) of the same Article;
• 2. A person who fails to submit any changed information or submits any false information on
change without a justifiable ground, in violation of Article 43 (3) (including cases applied mutatis
mutandis under Article 44 (6));

• 3. A person who fails to be present at the competent police office or refuses to be photographed
without a justifiable ground, in violation of Article 43 (4) (including cases applied mutatis
mutandis under Article 44 (6)).

8.4. Policy Issues in Korea for the reform of the system
• Review of the effectiveness of disclosure through the
Internet and notification to household.
• Integrating authorities of managing registration and
notification system.
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