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Californialegislators drafted “second look” resentencing legislation “to eliminate disparity of
sentences and to promote uniformity of sentencing” and address biasin sentencing. Due to
procedural justice issuesin how the prison and court systemsimplemented the resentencing
program in manners that undermined legislative intent, legislators passed subsequent legislation to
create a more fairand transparent decision making process, increase the voice of the program’s
potential beneficiaries, reduce opportunities for bias, and lead to more equitable outcomes. This
paper examines how correctionaladministrators undermined legislativeintentin designing
regulations thatreinforce instead of remove, barriers torelease by creating crite riato exclude people
fromrelease thatthe legislaturedid not exclude and funneling out worthy candidates from judicial
review. It will describe funnelsteps, including how the prison system undermines goals by reducing
the number of peopleitwill send tothe court, and addingeligibilitybarriers thatare not inthe
statute. It shows how to funnel resultsinfailure to use resentencingto meet state commitmentsto
prison population reduction and prison closure and to minimize COVID morbidity and mortal ity.



	Presentation title:
	Procedural justice in second look resentencing legislation: How prison and court implementation of resentencing was a missed opportunity save costs and lives during the dual pandemic of COVID and racism
	Speaker: Caitlin Henry (Sonoma State University, USA)


