Presentation title:

Spatial patterns of gun seizures, shootings and open drug scenes in
Stockholm

Speakers: Mia-Maria Magnusson, Alberto Chrysoulakis (Swedish Police, Region of Stockholm and
Malmo University, Sweden) and Andreas Lekare (Swedish Police, Region of Stockholm, Sweden)

Thereisa surgeingun violence in Sweden. Priorresearch has shown how these expressions of
violence tend to be concentratedin space. Forinstance, there isanincreasedrisk of a shooting
occurringin close proximity to a priorshootinginthe three largestcitiesin Sweden, especially at
opendrug scenes (ODS) insocially disadvantaged areas. Furthermore, prior research has found a
clearspatial connection between shootings and the presence of ODS in Stockholm. However, lessis
known about the patterns of gun seizures. How does spatial patterns of gun seizures overlap with
shootings and the presence of ODS and how can these be used to advance police practice? Such
guestions are importantto add nuance to the overarchingview on “gunviolence”. The present study
aimsto explore the questions by converging three types of data drawn from the Stockholm region:
one on gunseizures,one ongunincidentsand anotheronthe presence of ODS. With the use of
spatial dataanalyses, we learn whetherthere are systematicdifferences in the patterns of gun
seizures, gunincidents and the presence of ODS. The importance of nuanced dataand how the
results can be used by the police in theirstrategicworkis discussed. The results may advance both
police activities towards gang criminality and future research on gunviolence.
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