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This paper presents observations and reflections from aglobal project to capture the state of the art
inrural criminology across seven continents. Addressing three conceptual framings, the current
paperwill reflect on contributions to aforthcoming volume by exploringlessons learned. The first
frame isto address physical space: with distinct topographical and geographicformations thatimpact
how rural space is organised, constructed and ordered, how does thisinturn reflectonthe practice
of rural criminology? Inthe second the focusison rural societyinthe representational sense —how
therural isimagined and reflected in culture and whatin turn does this contribute to rural
criminology? The third theme focuses onrural in the relational sense —how rural space is organised
and administered by states which in turn shapes how rural crime is responded toin forms of policing,
punishmentand prevention and how does this shape the foci of criminological study?
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